GEOSPATIAL
DATASETS

The United Nations Geospatial datasets, or
referred to as UN Geodata, are provided and maintained
to facilitate the production of maps, web-maps, and
related documents in accordance with the Administrative
Instruction. Cartographic publications of the Secretariat
are for illustrative purposes to enable the work of the
Organization and must include the relevant mandatory
disclaimers. For more details on the use of the geospatial
datasets, see the Terms of Use of the UN Geodata.

The UN Geodata is a collection of geospatial datasets
and features made available at different scales, using
relevant generalization parameters and algorithms, for a
variety of mapping requirements. Specifically, the
geospatial datasets include:

B A stylized version, at no specific scale, in the form of
sketched up shapes

B A simplified version, at no specific scale, representing
simplified geographies of countries and territories of
the world

B A geographic version at approximately 1 million scale,
for more detailed mapping global, regional, country or
subnational areas
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The geographies available in UN Geodata
include geographic regions, countries, and administrative
units, as well as places, and main water bodies. The
geospatial datasets include geographies, including
regions, coordinates, attributes and labels to facilitate the
adequate representation of labels, hierarchies,
alignments, and depiction of geographic features for the
preparation of maps and web-maps.

The UN Geodata is available via the UN Geohub.
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https://geohub.un.org/webapps/geohub/

Terms of Use of the UN Geodata

United Nations Geospatial datasets (hereafter referred to
as the “Data”) is a worldwide geospatial database
consisting of country and geographic name on a global
scale. The Data is designed for the production of
cartographic documents and maps, including their
dissemination via public electronic networks, for the
Secretariat of the United Nations, as set forth in the
Administrative Instruction of the United Nations
concerning Guidelines for the Publication of Maps.

The United Nations maintains the Data as a courtesy to
those who may choose to access the Data (“Users”). The
Data is provided “as is”, without warranty of any kind,
either express or implied, including, without limitation,
warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular
purpose and non-infringement.

The designations employed and the presentation of
material contained in the Data do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
United Nations concerning the legal status of any
country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.

Offices of the Secretariat of the United Nations using the
Data remain subject to the administrative instruction and,
therefore, prior to the issuance of any map or services
derived from the Data at any duty station, including via
Internet, clearance must be sought in order to ensure that
maps or services meet publication standards and that
they are not in contravention of existing United Nations
policies.

Users of the Data that are not subject to the
administrative instruction (“Outside Users”) may only use
the Data for the purpose for which the Data is suitable, as
identified by the Geospatial Information Section upon
transmission of or granting access to the Data.
Intellectual property over the Data shall at all times vest
with the United Nations. Intellectual property over the
products created using the Data shall vest with the
Outside User. The United Nations shall be recognized as
the source of the Data in any products created by Outside
Users using the Data, unless the Outside Users alter the
Data or combine the Data with other data sets. In case of
doubt regarding crediting the United Nations as the Data
source, please contact: geospatial@un.org. Outside
Users acknowledge that any right to access and use the
Data is revocable and non-transferable. Under no
circumstances may the Data be used for commercial
purposes.

The United Nations specifically does not make any
warranties or representations as to the accuracy or
completeness of the Data. The United Nations
periodically adds, changes, improves or updates the Data
without notice. Under no circumstances shall the
United Nations be liable for any loss, damage, liability or
expense incurred or suffered in connection to the use of
this Data, including, without limitation, any fault, error,
omission, interruption or delay with respect thereto. The
use of the Data is at the User’s sole risk. Under no
circumstances, including but not limited to negligence,
shall the United Nations be liable for any direct, indirect,
incidental, special or consequential damages.
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http://undocs.org/ST/AI/189/Add.25/Rev.1
mailto:geospatial@un.org

The coding system in the UN Geodata is the three-

digit alphabetical country codes assigned by the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO). The
ISO codes can be used as a reference or to facilitate the
integration with statistics. Users should carefully
consider the integration of the geography and statistics
based on their data requirements and purposes to ensure
that specific areas, such as territories or Non-Self-
Governing Territories, are addressed adequately.

Beyond the ISO codes, country names or recommended
labels, the UN Geodata also contains three-digit
numerical country codes, as defined by the “Methodology
on Standard country or area codes for statistical use
(M49)” by the United Nations Statistics Division. The M49
codes can be used for data integration and are suitable
for maintaining data over time. Further, respective
regions, intermediary regions and sub-regions used for
statistical processing purposes by the United Nations
Secretariat, are also included. The Statistics Division also
maintains the Global Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) Indicators Database which is the authoritative
repository of SDG data.
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The below excerpt of the map on the Sustainable Development Goal
“No Poverty”, SDGO01, (from Map No. 4635.01, 2021) provides an
example of the dataset of the intermediary regions and sub-regions
from the M49 methodology, the integration is done through a join
using M49 codes

By 2030, eradicate extreme poverty for all people everywhere
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