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GAUL 2015 DATA LICENSE 

IMPORTANT – READ CAREFULLY THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT BEFORE USING THE DIGITAL DATA. BY 

DOWNLOADING THIS DATA YOU ACCEPT ALL THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS CONTAINED IN THIS LICENCE 

AGREEMENT. 

The Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) provides the most reliable spatial information on administrative 

units for all countries in the world. The GAUL dataset is for the benefit of the United Nations and other 

authorized international and national institutions/agencies. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations (FAO) hereby grants you a license to use, download and print the materials contained in the 

GAUL dataset solely for your own non-commercial purposes and in accordance with the conditions listed 

below. 

Copyrighted data made available to you through the GAUL dataset is subject to the conditions specified in the 

metadata. The license will at all times use due diligence to safeguard and protect all such confidential and 

proprietary information pertaining to the Licensed Data. Except as may otherwise be expressly permitted by 

applicable law, all redistribution to non-authorized users or commercial exploitation of any material contained 

in the GAUL dataset is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of FAO. Any request for permission 

to reproduce or otherwise use any material contained in or otherwise made available to you through the GAUL 

dataset other than as provided for herein, should be directed to FAO. 

DEFINITIONS. “Data” in this Data License Agreement means digital information, which shall include, but is not 

limited to any text, tables, spreadsheets, databases, GIS, and digital images or photos contained in the digital 

files provided with the GAUL (Global Administrative Unit Layers) package, or downloaded, and which is used, 

viewed, edited, or modified. 

“License” means the grant of certain limited, explicitly defined rights to use, modify, share, distribute and 

maintain the data, data copies, and related materials. You have no ownership rights in the Data, data copies, or 

related materials. You have a license to use these materials as long as this License Agreement remains in force. 

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this information product do not imply the 

expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of any country, 

territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. 

1. BASIC LICENCE. The FAO grants you a non-exclusive, non-transferable, royalty-free license to use, 

reproduce, modify and create derivative works from, and distribute and publish the GAUL dataset and 

your derivative works thereof, subject to all of the terms and conditions of this GAUL data License. You 

may authorize others to exercise the foregoing rights, provided that (1) you have an agreement with 

your sub licenses that passes on the requirements and obligations of Section 2; and (2) you include a 

limitation of liability provision in the aforesaid agreement which offers at least equal protection to the 

ownership rights of FAO as that described in Section 3 below. 

2. ATTRIBUTION REQUIREMENT. As a material condition of this License, you must provide the applicable 

attribution statements shown below on (1) all copies of the GAUL dataset, in whole or in part, and 

derivative works thereof which are either distributed (internally or otherwise) or published (made 

available on the Internet and/or internally over any internal network/intranet or otherwise), whether 

distributed or published electronically, on hard copy media or by any other means, and (2) on any 

program/web page from which you directly link to/access any information contained within the GAUL, 

in whole or in part, or any derivative work thereof: 
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a) If the GAUL dataset in whole or in part, or any derivative work thereof, is made available via the 

Internet or internal network/intranet and/or information contained therein is directly accessed or 

linked via the Internet or internal network/intranet then you must provide the appropriate FAO 

attribution: 

“Source of Administrative boundaries: The Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) dataset, 

implemented by FAO within the CountrySTAT and Agricultural Market Information System 

(AMIS) projects” 

b) If the GAUL dataset in whole or in part, or any derivative work thereof, is made available on any 

hard copy media (e.g., CD-ROM, diskette), you must place on the packaging a notice providing the 

FAO attribution as described above. If there is no `packaging', the aforesaid attribution notice 

should be placed conspicuously such that it would be reasonably viewed by the recipient of the 

GAUL. 

c) If you are using or distributing the GAUL in modified form (i.e. with few updates of tabular and/or 

graphic data), you must include a statement indicating you have made modifications to it, viz.: 

“Source of Administrative boundaries: The Global Administrative Unit Layers (GAUL) dataset, 

implemented by FAO within the CountrySTAT and Agricultural Market Information System 

(AMIS) projects” 

<...> to be replaced by the list of the countries and/or regions affected by the changes. 

d) If you are using or distributing the GAUL in a much modified form (i.e. graphic data changed in 

over more than 30% of the whole digital layer), you are not allowed to provide any FAO 

attribution statement. 

FAO grants you the non-exclusive, royalty-free license to use the above identified FAO attribution 

statements solely for the purpose of the above attribution requirements. This License Agreement does 

not grant you any intellectual property rights in the Data. 

3. Disclaimer of Warranty; Limitations on Liability. YOU EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT 

ANY AND ALL USE OF THE GAUL DATASET IS AT YOUR SOLE RISK. NEITHER FAO NOR ANY OF THEIR 

RESPECTIVE EMPLOYEES, AGENTS, THIRD-PARTY CONTENT PROVIDERS OR LICENSORS WARRANT THAT 

ACCESS TO AND USE OF THE DATA SET WILL BE FREE FROM INTERRUPTIONS OR FREE FROM ERRORS; 

NOR DO THEY OFFER ANY WARRANTY FOR THE RESULTS THAT MAY BE OBTAINED FROM USE OF 

INFORMATION OBTAINED THROUGH THE DATA SET, OR FOR THE ACCURACY, RELIABILITY OR 

CONTENT OF ANY INFORMATION PROVIDED THROUGH THE DATA SET. 

YOU FURTHER EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT INFORMATION, TEXT, GRAPHICS, AND 

HYPERLINKS PROVIDED TO YOU THROUGH THE DATA SET AND LOCATED ON OTHER SITES 

THROUGHOUT THE COMBINED GLOBAL ELECTRONIC NETWORKS KNOWN AS THE “INTERNET” AND 

THE “WORLD WIDE WEB” ARE PROVIDED SOLELY AS A RESOURCE AND CONVENIENCE TO YOU. SUCH 

HYPERLINKS TO OTHER SITES ARE NOT AN ENDORSEMENT BY FAO OF THOSE SITES. FAO OFFERS NO 

WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, FOR THE ACCURACY, RELIABILITY, OR CONTENT OF SUCH 

INFORMATION, TEXT, GRAPHICS, AND HYPERLINKS. FAO HAS NOT TESTED ANY SOFTWARE LOCATED 

ON OTHER SITES AND DOES NOT MAKE ANY REPRESENTATIONS AS TO THE QUALITY, SAFETY, 

RELIABILITY OR SUITABILITY OF SUCH SOFTWARE. 
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INFORMATION THROUGH THE DATA SET AND IN PARTICULAR THE USE OF BOUNDARIES, GEOGRAPHIC 

NAMES AND RELATED DATA SHOWN ON MAPS AND INCLUDED IN LISTS, TABLES, DOCUMENTS AND 

DATABASES IS PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT ANY WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND, EITHER EXPRESS OR 

IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO WARRANTIES OF TITLE OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 

MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. IN NO EVENT FAO SHALL BE LIABLE TO 

YOU OR ANY OTHER PERSON FOR ANY LOSS OF BUSINESS OR PROFITS, OR FOR ANY INDIRECT, 

INCIDENTAL OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES ARISING FROM ANY USE OF, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE 

SERVICE, EVEN IF FAO WAS PREVIOUSLY ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES, OR FOR 

ANY OTHER CLAIM BY YOU OR ANY OTHER PERSON. 

4. TERM AND TERMINATION. The term of the License Agreement shall expire at such time as the License 

elects to discontinue use of the Licensed Data or fails to comply with any of the terms and conditions 

provided herein. 

The use of distribution of the Licensed Data in violation of this License Agreement shall immediately 

render this Agreement null and void and terminate the License’s license [and subject it to any 

applicable damages for breach of this Agreement.] 


